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To: C. E. Clecrk, Chief of the Eufeau of Land Poliution Control
FROM: W. ﬁ. Vecber, Peoria Deglonal Office ~ DATE: February 23, 1971
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The Janson caze was to be heard before Judge Puccl on the morning of Tuesdny, Februavy U
at 9:30 a,m, Tom Rinkach and I were to be witnesses for EPA when called and were present in
the courtroom at that time, However, no action was taking place In the courtroon and wa
undarstood that a pretrial conferenca waz golng on in tha Judga's chatbers between opprosing
counsel, Later we found out. that participants were Judge Puccl, Attorneys Farkhurct and
Caplan of the Attorney General's Office, Mr. Janson, &nd his attorney, Mr.. Reynolds.

About 11:90 g.m.. Mr, Par¥hurst came into the courtroom and asked me to come into the -

“+Judge's charbars, Upon maeting the Judge ha stated that a partial agreement had been reachad

" by the opposinz counsal ead that they necded aa opinlon. from ma as to whaiher or not thare wz

zny place on Jansonls property vhere a satisfactory landfill operation could take place while
the entire rest of the site wo3s baing cleaned up a2nd covared, Ee asked mz how lonz it would
take me to check the slte and f£ind out, to vhich I replied that I know the site quite well.
znd could give an opinion without another visit, I told Lifm there was only one place that
could be usad, and that even it could not be usad without gome preparation. Tha preparation
I felt necesscry would be to construct an eaxth dike on threz sides of an avea immodiately
wast and adjacent to the area where garbaze was presently beinz dumped, Also, that nene of

“the ground in this arcea would be disturbed, excent to level it in a. few ploces, with the

thought in mind that it would be nzcessary to stiay as far as possible above the natural

- ground water table (which we understand is some 8 to 10 fest below the surfzece at this point.

¥e also undérstand that there is scme sandy soil in this area near the craek to the south
but that the eavthen dike would be placed in this erza. The area to the north we understand
18 composed of clay and silt)..

" All this time tha Judge was stressing the point that it was not his intantion to put
the man out of business, but rather to see that ha operated in accordance with the rules and
regulations. He also -stressad that it was a Judja's responsibility to work out a compremise

~which was azreeable to both partiesd, rather than to go to trial and spend many hours and eve:

days on arriving at scme point which might not be a satisfactory .solution at all (his philos-
‘ophy ). S

He then asked 1if I weuld be able to specify what should be done to ready this temporery
site, and lzter to specify what should be done to the entire crea; that both attorneys agres:
that I was the lozleal one to do it., I hesitated to get involved in.this manner aand:
imradiately cbjected, saying that I did not belisvz it was my respenaibility to do this for

' the esurt, and that I had previcusly dram up a list of itews to be complied with (for the

Peoria County States Attorney) but that no action had been taken on thea. The Judgze then
pointed out that this was his case and that action would bz taken this time, or else,

. It wvas then mentiloned that all dumping of refuse at' the site should ceasa until the new
temporary site was readied, to which Janson and his Attornay raised stremuous objection, tha
he needed to stay opan in crder to obtain gufficiant fundas to construct the earthoen wall,
that he was afraid once he was clcsed down, he, 1likes Montgomary, would never get cpen. gzain
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ropeated osalin several times that I did not feel it was my responcibility to act as
- on erbitrator in the caze, to which the Judgze replied each time that both sides hied agreod

thar I would be fair in the metter and that I would ba zcting for him in resolving the

preblem: I asked both Parkhurst and Caplen vhat the ehught about it and both azread thai
they thought it would be o.k. I then bezan to fesl a little concerned that if I balked much
mora I would be accused. of not cooperating with the Attorney CGencicl's ofiice, 6o I reluc-

tontly agreed to do what I could to cooporate.

Reynolds then told Janscon to get a contractor cut to the site 23 soon as poessibdle to
wark out a plan for comstructing the berms, They contacted a Mr, Joos who met us at the
stte at 3:00 p.m. However, Yr. Joos reported that his equipment was tied up for several
dnys on 2 sewar job and that he couldn't get at it right away., Jenson then ﬂs“ud if he coula
start working on the areas himself, especlally covering the exposed garbsage, and gtralghtening
up the face of the £ill, I saw no reason why he should not do all he ecculd himself, expec-
ially when no further g hene was to be bzought in, :

I perhaps did make one verbcl coacession to him at the time, as his half-brothez,
jalter Dzenie mentionad that he had a contract with the Clty of Peoria to reriove razed houses
~and he wondered where La could take then until ha could ze site npproved, I told Janson
fc:l Dzemie that since the area to ba readied was so mudc, sctually go muddy one cculdn't work
‘in i wm*h a trvacter), it would be o.k, to use soime of this demoliticn material as a base for
the e2zth bavm. Alco, that other materiale scattered around on the siite, namaly old cars
‘end na1y tiraes COle also be incorporated into tlhe bern,

:, -v‘l

This is_as fae as the case has progress d to date, On February 19, 1971, I received
two phone calls from persons living in the arsa to the effect that some dumping of garbage
(2ad demolition mn tc**als) had talzen place on re;*ua;y 15, 1971 at nocan. Tom Rinkach and
I visited the site ca 2-17-71zad nsked Janson about it., e said some demolltion material
was bainz brought in, but no garbage., Tem and X polntcd out a pile of garbage to him vhich
we felt might have baen the one the neighbors saw dumped, but he said that it wag there -
before. I told ¥z. Parkhurst about it and ke caid ha'_dald try to ﬁ““angn for Affidavits.
from the people and cite Janson for eontempt, Vhether this will be done 15 not known, _
but it is becoming apparent that wa will need to visit the site e¢ften to keep tezb on what
is goinz on. ' ' o

I em in the process of drawing up something for the Judge, but do not yet have a copy
of the order. UVhean it is drafted I shall subnit it to you and to Mr, Parkhurst for approval,
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